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CHEF JIM LAPERRIERE DEMONSTRATES SMALL BITES WITH BOLD FLAVORS 

THIS SATURDAY AT THE HOLLAND FARMERS MARKET 
 
Holland, MI – Chef Jim LaPerriere, owner of Distinctive Dining in Saugatuck, will showcase 
how to bring bold flavors to small dishes as part of the weekly Holland Farmers Market Chef 
Series, sponsored by Local First. Beginning at 10:00 am on Saturday, May 25, LaPerriere will 
demonstrate how to make popular Southeast Asian dishes, including Vietnamese spring rolls, 
garlic and chili dipping sauces and a minced chicken salad.  LaPerriere’s dishes are certain to 
bring a little bit of spice to your next gathering of friends and family.  
 
LaPerriere began his career as a chef in the early 1980’s, cooking at a number of prestigious 
restaurants in the Sacramento area. After working as a sous chef for 6 years for Italian chef Biba 
Caggiano, LaPerriere studied at the Culinary Institute of America, where he graduated number 
one in his class.  Upon graduation, LaPerriere worked in Napa Valley, taking time to travel 
throughout Mexico to experience the regional cuisines there. Jim is now the owner of Distinctive 
Dining in Saugatuck, where he focuses his talent and creativity on private events from 
demonstration dinners to weddings, wine dinners and private group cooking classes. He is a 
strong believer in the farm to table approach and often can be found at the Farmers Market 
searching for the freshest local products available.  
 
The Chef Series is held at 10:00 am every Saturday morning at the Holland Farmers Market from 
May 18 to September 14 and is free to attend. Local First is the exclusive sponsor of the 2013 
Chef Series. Local First fosters the development of an economy, grounded in local ownership, 
which functions in harmony with our ecosystem, meets the basic needs of our people, encourages 
joyful community life, and builds wealth. The Chef Series is also supported by in-kind donations 
from Visser Farms, a family farm in Zeeland that has been in business since 1902.  
 
The Holland Farmers Market is open every Wednesday and Saturday beginning at 8:00 am from 
late-May through mid-December, rain or shine.  Be sure to shop early for the best selection! The 
City of Holland’s Department of Leisure and Cultural Services hosts the Market at the Eighth 
Street Market Place (150 West Eighth Street) in Downtown Holland.  For more information 
about the Holland Farmers Market, contact Market Master Candy Todd at  
616-355-1138.  No pets of any kind are allowed at the Market.   
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